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Understanding power surges
HAVE you ever noticed your lights 

blink during a thunderstorm? 
Or perhaps you’ve noticed a blinking 
microwave clock when you arrive 
home. When this happens, you’ve 
likely experienced a brief disruption 
to your electric service, which could 
result from a power surge or blink. 
While the symptoms of surges and 
blinks can appear similar, what’s 
happening behind the scenes can be 
quite different.

What’s a power surge?
Power surges are brief overvoltage 

spikes or disturbances of a power 
waveform that can damage, degrade 
or destroy electronic equipment 
within your home or business. Most 
electronics are designed to handle 
small variations in voltage; however, 
power surges can reach amplitudes of 
tens of thousands of volts — this can 
be extremely damaging to your elec-

tronic equipment.  
Surges can be caused by internal 

sources, like HVAC systems with 
variable frequency drives, or external 
sources, like lightning and damage to 
powerlines and transformers. 

Lincoln Electric Cooperative highly 
encourages all members to install 
surge protective devices (such as 
surge protector power strips) to safe-
guard your sensitive electronics. 

If you’re experiencing frequent 
surges in your home or business and 
you believe the cause is internal, 
contact a qualified electrician to 
inspect your electrical system. 

What’s a power blink?
Power blinks are also brief service 

interruptions, but they’re typically 
caused by a fault (short circuit) on 
a powerline or a protective device 
that’s working in reaction to the fault. 
Faults can occur through a variety 

of instances, such as squirrels, birds 
or other small animals contacting an 
energized powerline; tree branches 
touching a powerline; or lightning and 
other similar events. 

Any of the events noted above can 
cause your power to blink, but you 
may also experience a brief interrup-
tion when protective devices that act 
like circuit breakers are working to 
detect the fault. Believe it or not, these 
brief power blinks caused by protec-
tive devices are actually good because 
that means the equipment is working 
as it should to prevent a prolonged 
outage. 

Regardless of the cause, Lincoln 
Electric crews will be on their way to 
inspect the damage and make neces-
sary repairs after a power outage. And 
you can help, too! Any time you expe-
rience repeated disruptions to your 
electric service, please let us know by 
calling 406-889-3301.  

Lightning strikes can cause faults (short circuits) on powerlines, which can cause your power to blink. | PHOTO BY PAT GAINES
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THE electric “grid” has been 
called the world’s largest 

machine. It’s an engineering feat 
of Herculean proportions, and it 
provides us with light, heat and 
other modern creature comforts — 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. In 
the United States there are more 
than 7,500 power plants, 3,300 
utilities and 2.7 million miles of 
powerlines. It’s the most volatile 
commodity we use every day, with 
pricing that can fluctuate from 
$0.03 to $1 per kilowatt-hour, with even higher rates possi-
ble depending on major weather events. Yet, electricity has 
shown to be stable overall and has remained a great value 
for decades. 

Lincoln Electric Cooperative has some of the most 
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

MAY AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

MAY AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
MAY 2022

YEAR TO DATE
MAY 2021

63,177,935

$5,792,347

$2,939,179

$1,786,154

$390,426

5,011

6,426

996

$37,384,156

$12,443,444

1,099

$124.40

56,140,310

$5,390,370

$2,499,169

$1,635,352

$657,436

4,842

6,231

980

$35,337,644

$11,221,100

1,251

$131.54

The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on June 27, 2022. A quorum of trustees was 
present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Accepted a contractor bid for excavation work on Lincoln Elec-
tric’s property on Lindsay Road.

• Approved changes to Policies 414 – Identity Theft Red Flag 
Prevention, 103 – Disclosure of Cooperative Information, 104 
– Member Inquiries, 105 – Member Attendance at Board Meet-
ings, and 210 – Retaliation Protection Policy.

• Authorized various trustees to attend upcoming training, 
conferences and/or meetings.

• Appointed Becky Evins, Sandi Mason, Marianne Roose, Karl 
Kassler and Craig Eaton as Rural Propane Services board 
members.

ELECTRIC RATES

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger

RESIDENTIAL RATES
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competitive rates in the region. The reasons behind this 
are many, but one of the driving factors is access to reli-
able, affordable hydropower. I know we drive this point 
home to our members every chance we get, but it’s import-
ant. So important, that we will always remind our members 
— and others — of what a tremendous resource we have. 
Please see the graphic on page 6 to compare how our rates 
stack up against other western Montana Cooperatives 
that are BPA customers. Between 1930 and 2020, inflation 
has affected goods and services differently. Here are a few 
examples (averages):

Housing – 108%
Wages – 27%
Automobiles – 63%
Gallon of gas – 29%
Loaf of bread – 24%
In 1920, the domestic flat rate of electricity ranged 

between nine and seven cents per kWh. LEC’s blended rate 
in 2021 was 10.18 cents per kWh. Across the county, it’s 
not uncommon to see blended rates of 12 to 15 cents per 
kWh.

Increases in grid resiliency and data acquisitions have 
kept prices competitive. Long-term fuel contracts and other 
grid modernizations have helped as well. A great feature 
of the grid and utilities that generate and distribute elec-
tricity is the long-term view. Power plants can last several 
decades. When a utility builds a distribution plant, it can 
be depreciated over 35 years. That kind of longevity helps 
reduce costs for the utility, who can pass those savings on 
to the end consumer.

We have seen increases in electric prices over the past 

20 years due to unprecedented changes in the market with 
fossil fuel plant closures and renewables being added to 
our energy mixes. However, the overall increase in elec-
tricity prices has remained relatively minimal, especially 
in comparison to the increases seen with other forms of 
energy.

Your Lincoln Electric trustees and employees will 
continue to work hard to ensure your rates remain as low 
as possible.  
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Telly
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Average Annual Price Increase 2016-2021

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Consumer Price Index
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ELECTRICITY REMAINS 
A GOOD VALUE
The cost of powering your home rises slowly when compared to other 
common expenses. Looking at price increases over the last five years, it’s 
easy to see electricity remains a good value.
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ENERGY PRICES
GASOLINE, FUEL OIL, ELECTRICY AND PIPED GAS (JAN. 2015-MAY 2022)

A U.S. Inflation Calculator 
support chart

U.S. city average, not seasonally adjusted, in dollars

ELECTRICITY A GOOD VALUE
The cost of powering your home rises slowly when compared 
to other common expenses. Looking at price increases over the 
last five years, it’s easy to see electricity remains a good value.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index
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By ANNE PRINCE | For Lincoln Electric

Some temptations are hard to resist. For me, it can be 
especially challenging to turn down that last piece of choc-
olate cake. 

While driving, we typically hear that “ding” on our 
phone, alerting us to a text or call coming through, and 
we sometimes feel the urgent need to check it. We know 
we shouldn’t, but we reason that we’re going to make an 
exception — just this once.  

So, why do we indulge in behavior we know to be 
wrong, dangerous and in many states, illegal? Call it 
hubris. According to AAA research, most people feel they 
are better-than-average drivers. Afterall, we have busy 
lives and are accustomed to multitasking. But mounds 
of research and thousands of deaths every year prove 
otherwise.

August is Back to School Safety Month. As a new school 
year begins with young drivers and school buses back on 
the road, I thought it would be a good time to remind folks, 
including myself, of the dangers of distracted driving.

The reality is that using a phone while driving creates 
enormous potential for injuries and fatalities. Distractions 
take a motorist’s attention off driving, which can make a 
driver miss critical events, objects and cues, potentially 
leading to a crash. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, one of every 10 fatal crashes in the U.S. 
involves distracted driving, resulting in more than 3,000 
deaths annually. I find this statistic heartbreaking consid-
ering so many of these accidents could easily be avoided if 
we’d simply put down our phones while driving. 

Distracted driving is considered any activity that diverts 
our attention, including texting or talking on the phone, 
and adjusting the navigation or entertainment system. 
Texting is by far one of the most dangerous distractions. 
Sending or reading one text takes your eyes off the road for 
an average of five seconds. At 55 mph, that’s like driving 
the length of an entire football field with your eyes closed. 

In addition to refraining from texting while driving, 
we can help keep the roads safe by moving over for first 
responders and other emergency vehicles. Additionally, if 
you see utility crews conducting work near the roadside, 
I’d encourage you to move over when possible and give 

them extra space to perform their work safely. 
At Lincoln Electric Cooperative, safety is foremost in 

everything we do — for our employees and the members of 
the communities we serve. We routinely remind our crews 
of the dangers of distracted driving, and we hope you’ll 
have similar conversations with your teens who may be 
new to the roadways, and are especially susceptible to the 
lure of technology.

Let’s work together to keep everyone safe on the roads. 
Remember: That text can wait, and waiting just might save 
a life. 

Anne Prince writes on consumer and cooperative affairs 
for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote farm-
ing communities, electric co-ops serve as engines of economic 
development for 42 million Americans across 56% of the 
nation’s landscape.

SAVE A LIFE:
Avoid distractions while driving


